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The speakers in this session will take stock of the initiatives taken by their countries
to promote a truly  multilingual  internet,  and then share their  perspectives on the
opportunities of a multilingual Internet as well as the challenges on the way. They
would then explore the tools and  technologies including search engines,  text-to-
speech,  natural  language  interfaces,  OCR,  and  dictionaries  in  local  languages,
Internationalised Domain Names (IDNs), Universal Acceptance, local content and an
enabling  regulatory  environment  needed  in  South  Asia--known  for  its  significant
linguistic  diversity--for  making  the  Internet  truly  multilingual  and  accessible  to  a
quarter of the world's population.
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